
H O L O C A U S T  S U R V I V O R S  S E R V I C E S

Holocaust Survivors
Justice Network
Honoring the memory of those who
perished by helping those who survived.



 It’s the pinnacle of injustice. 
Imagine your youth destroyed by the 
Nazis, and your old age haunted by the 
crushing burden of poverty. This is the re-
ality for approximately 50% of Holocaust 
survivors in Los Angeles and over 25% 
of survivors nationwide who live below 
the poverty line. Extremely elderly, these 
are people who have survived one of the 
most horrific crimes ever perpetrated 
against humanity.    
 An internationally recognized force 
in poverty law, Bet Tzedek Legal Services 
was founded by community leaders 
determined to act upon a central tenet of 
Jewish law and tradition, “Tzedek, tzedek 
tirdof – Justice, justice you shall pursue.” 
In the decades since its founding, the 
organization has impacted the lives of 
approximately 300,000 low-income 
Angelenos of every racial, ethnic, and 
religious background. 
 Yet, as the sole legal services 
provider in the nation sponsored by 
the organized Jewish community, Bet 
Tzedek has always retained a special 
commitment to serving the needs of the 
Jewish community, particularly those 
who survived the Holocaust.  Indeed, one 
of its core programs is the “Holocaust 
Services Project,” whose mission has 
been to ensure that no survivor lives in 
poverty.   
 It’s with this record of commitment 
that Bet Tzedek launched the Holocaust 
Survivors Justice Network (HSJN) in 
May 2008. The Network was established 
in response to two German government 
sponsored payment programs; the 

GGWP, a one time payment program of 
2000 Euros for people who  worked in the 
German-controlled Ghettos during WWII 
and the ZRBG, a program created to 
provide a monthly pension (and one time 
back payment) to those same people. 
As originally designed, the ZRBG was 

virtually unobtainable and almost 90% of 
applications were denied. The GGWP, too, 
involved a very complicated application 
process. Thanks to a subsequent ruling 
by the German courts, the requirements 
were relaxed. Previously denied cases 
were now being approved and people 

who didn’t apply initially because of the 
stringent requirements could also now 
apply. (See “The Clock is Ticking” p. 7) 
 Bet Tzedek established the HSJN 
to help survivors navigate this application 
process. In the three years since the 
Network’s establishment in Los Angeles, 

it has grown into a coalition of more than 
100 prestigious corporate law firms and 
in-house legal departments together with 
50-plus Jewish social service agencies, 
and is now operating in more than 30 
cities in North America. Bet Tzedek 
trains, supervises, and supports the 

law firms and Jewish agencies helping 
survivors navigate the complex legal 
paperwork and system. 
 The Holocaust Survivors 
Justice Network is unprecedented 
in size and scope. Never before have 
so many partners come together in 
a coordinated effort to provide free 
legal assistance to a single client 
group across the United States. 
In recognition of these efforts, in 

2009, the Network received both the 
National Law Journal’s Pro Bono Award 
and the American Bar Association’s Pro 
Bono Publico Award for its innovation 
and leadership in establishing the largest 
pro bono program in U.S. history. 
 Bet Tzedek’s commitment to the 
Holocaust Survivors Justice Network 
is unwavering. It is a moral imperative; 
the most honorable of work in support 
of the most vulnerable amongst us.

History of Activism
Leads to New, Unprecedented
Nationwide Initiative

HSJN
by the (Astounding)
Numbers
 
In just three short years, the HSJN has 
amassed an extraordinary track record 
of success. The numbers* say it all. 

• More than $11,300,000: Total 
amount awarded to 2,200 survivors

• $22,252: Average ZRBG back 
payment
  

• $106,017: Highest ZRBG back 
payment
 

• $1,131,094**: Annual ZRBG 
pension payments
  

• $4,444 (or $370/month)**: Aver-
age annual ZRBG pension per survivor
 

• $1,804**: Highest monthly ZRBG 
pension payment 
 

• 5,419: Number of attorneys and 
paralegals who’ve volunteered their 
time

• 92,674: Total number of pro-bono 
hours recorded by attorneys and para-
legals

• $196,000,000: Estimated 
payout to eligible survivors nationwide 
over the next 5 years

• 2: Total number of Bet Tzedek staff 
attorneys who coordinate the HSJN’s 
nationwide efforts

*As of September, 2011.

**Amount varies depending upon the

    exchange rate.

Attorneys, social workers and others are helping survivors apply for and receive reparations from Germany 
and other European countries. But time is running out.

While no amount of money can make up for the horrors experienced by Holocaust survivors, reparations 
and pensions in their remaining years can help. 

Holocaust survivors receive expert assistance from HSJN’s network of attorneys and volunteers in their 
efforts to complete confusing foreign legal documents.
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 Born in Berlin in 1925, Bernhard Eck-
ert was just 14 years old when he moved 
to eastern Poland to join his father who 
had been expelled from Germany be-
cause he was Jewish and possessed 
a Polish passport. Two years later, the 
Nazis invaded that region, wresting con-
trol from the Soviet Union, and forcing 
Bernhard and his family into the Sambor 
ghetto (now part of the Ukraine).  
 On May 5, 1942, Bernhard’s mother, Klara, 
20 year old sister, Lydia, and 13 year old little 
brother, Sieg-
fried, were sent 
to the Belzec 
death camp 
where they 
were shot and 
killed.
 Bernhard 
was able to 
get his father, 
Solomon, off 
that transport 
by convinc-
ing German 
soldiers that 
he could still 
work. Solomon ended up laying pipeline 
miles away from Sambor. One day, he 
found some chicken liver and knowing 
how much Bernhard loved it, he cooked it 
and walked 10 miles back to the ghetto. 
Crying, Solomon gave his son the food 
through the ghetto fence. It was the last 
time Bernhard saw his father alive as Sol-
omon was killed by the Ukrainian police in 
November 1943.  
 Bernhard ended up being sent to two 
forced labor camps and, ultimately, the 
Mauthausen concentration camp. There, he 
and fellow prisoners were required to walk, 
daily, down a steep set of 186 steps. At the 
bottom of the quarry, they had to pick up a 
large rock, carry it back up to the top of the 
stairs, put it down, and start all over again. 

They did this for hours at a time. In May 
1945, Bernhard was liberated by General 
Patton’s army. Suffering from tuberculosis, 
he was nursed by Americans for several 
months before searching for any surviving 
family members. 
 In March 1948, Bernhard arrived in 
America. He married and had three chil-
dren. While he found work as an auto 
mechanic, he never really made more than 
minimum wage and his family often went 
hungry because he could not afford enough 

food on the sal-
ary he earned. 
In old age, 
Bernhard’s fi-
nancial situa-
tion was such 
that it required 
significant fru-
gality.
 In 2008,his 
case was as-
signed to Aryeh 
Kaufman, a Lit i -
gation Associ-
ate, and Anthony 
Sanfilippo, at the 

New York office 
of Davis Polk & 
Wardwell LLP.
Davis Polk repre-
sented Bernhard 
in his applications 
for both the GGWP 
and ZRBG payment 
programs. In December 2010, Bernhard 
was awarded a one-time back payment of 
$38,000 and a monthly pension of $515. 
 The impact on Bernhard, now 85, has 
been significant as well. “Since receiving 
my back payment and monthly pension 
with help from Bet Tzedek,” he says, “I am 
now more financially secure and not wor-
ried about where my next meal is coming 
from. I feel like a burden has been lifted.” 

 By 1944, 22 year old Regina Berkovic had com-
pleted an apprenticeship as a clothing designer 
and had developed a thriving made-to-order busi-
ness. But all that changed when the Nazis occu-
pied her native city of Dolhoye (now in the Czech 
Republic). Regina, her family, and the rest of the 
Jewish residents of Dol-
hoye ended up in a ghet-
to named Beregszasz 
where they were left in 
an abandoned building 
in the middle of a field 
with no food or water. 
With police guarding the 
perimeter of the area, Re-
gina and a number of oth-
er girls sneaked out to a 
nearby farmhouse to ask 
for food. They ended up 
working at the farmhouse 
for about six weeks; rou-
tinely beaten and often 
refused food even after 
working from early morn-
ing to late at night.  
 Regina and her fam-
ily were then sent to 
Auschwitz. She was 
forced to disrobe and 
shower and her head was 
shaved. She lost contact with her older sister who 
had been with her. Regina was at Auschwitz for 
five days with no food and was then sent to a Ger-
man labor camp and factory where she worked 
until liberated by the Russians in May 1945. Af-
ter the war, she walked for almost 2½ months 
to return home. She married her fiancé, Murray 
Kirshenbaum who had been beaten so badly by 
the Nazis that he had lost an eye. Regina worked 
as a seamstress and Murray as a tailor and their 
daughter, Sonia, was born in 1950. The family 
moved to Los Angeles in 1967. Regina and Mur-
ray found work in their professions, with Murray 
working as a tailor until age 80. He passed away 
in 2009 at the age of 95. 
 Now 89 years old, Regina and her daughter 

live in an apartment in Los Angeles. She relies on 
her late husband’s monthly social security pay-
ments of about $1500 as her only source of in-
come, supplemented by Medi-Cal benefits and 
a small reparations payment which she receives 
about four times a year. Sonia’s only income 

comes from disability 
benefits. Although both 
Regina and Sonia’s basic 
health insurance is cov-
ered by the government, 
both women have signifi-
cant health issues and, 
as such, are forced to pay 
high supplemental health 
insurance premiums out 
of their own pocket.   
 Regina’s case was 
assigned to Yousuf 
Dhamee and Alice 
Huang, two corporate 
associates in the Los An-
geles office of Skadden, 
Arps, Slate, Meagher & 
Flom LLP. 
 On December 27,  
2010, Regina was award-
ed a one-time back pay-
ment of $18,193.85 and 
a monthly pension of 

$288.30. These extra funds help cover Regina 
and Sonia’s health care costs and, as a result, 
they no longer need to choose between impor-
tant basic necessities. 
    When asked why she was 

willing to “go public” 
with the details 
of her case, Re-
gina says “I want 

to share this ex-
perience with my 

friends who have 
gone through this, 

so that Bet Tzedek 
can help them achieve 

some justice too.”
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 Born in Bedzin, Poland, Paul Borenstein (née 
Pautil Borensztajn) was just 12 years old when 
World War II broke out. While his father had 
passed away a number of years earlier, Paul’s still 
large family included his mother, Frania, older, 
married sisters, Fela and Ruchka, ten year old lit-
tle brother, Alta, and four 
year old little sister, Ester. 
In 1943, when the Bedzin 
Ghetto was liquidated, 
everyone except for Paul 
was sent to Auschwitz. 
None survived the war. 
 At 15, Paul was arrested 
and sent to a forced labor 
camp outside of Dresden, 
Germany.  For his bed, he 
slept on wood planks with 
no mattress. One piece 
of bread in the morning 
and one at night consti-
tuted the total amount 
of food he was given 
per day. The physical de-
privation, however, was 
not the worst of it. Paul 
was forced to remove 
the dead bodies of his 
fellow workers, take 
them to a cemetery and 
bury them in a common grave. He also had to 
remove undetonated bombs and take them 
to an area where they were then detonated. 
Oftentimes, in the process of removal, the 
bombs exploded and he narrowly escaped 
death a number of times. In 1945, Paul was 
liberated by the Russian army.
 Soon after the war, Paul returned to Bedzin. 
However, his home was no longer his as it 
had been given to a Polish family. Even af-
ter the war, he wasn’t safe. Paul was able 
to find just a few pre-war pictures of his 
family before having to flee for his life as the 
Poles were killing Jews who’d returned to re-
claim their property. 
 Paul arrived in Manhattan on St. Patrick’s 

Day in 1949. His former brother-in-law, the 
only known relative to survive the war, spon-
sored his trip and entry into the U.S. Paul 
lived with his ex-brother-in-law and went to 
night school to learn English. He worked in a 
factory sweeping floors and cleaning the shop. 

Ultimately, he mar-
ried Dorothy “Dottie,” 
moved to the suburbs, 
started his own electrical 
business, raised three 
children, and eventually, 
retired with his wife to 
Florida.
 In February of 
2011, with help from 
Bet Tzedek’s Holocaust 
Survivors Justice Net-
work, Paul was awarded 
a $34,000 one-time 
back payment and a 
monthly pension of 
$440. Now 83 years 
old and a resident 
of Delray Beach, 
Florida, he says that 
the extra funds will 
help to pay bills and 
the medication that 
he needs to maintain 

his health. Most importantly, it sends a 
message to the youngest members of 
his family. “For so many years,” Paul 
says ,  “ i t  was  extremely hard for me to 

talk to my children about 
what had happened 

dur ing  the 
war. Now, my 
grandchildren 

have a clear un-
derstanding 
of what the 
Germans did 

to me and how 
they  a re  repaying 

me as a resu l t .”

The clock is ticking 
FACT: Most survivors of the Holocaust are at least 80 years old.

FACT: A significant number of them live in poverty. 

FACT: When new, less restrictive guidelines for the ZRBG pension program 
were announced, the German government began sending out letters to notify 
previously denied applicants. Survivors have only 90 days from the date of that 
letter to respond or the case will be permanently closed. Even if they respond in 
time, subsequent required information must be provided within two to six weeks 
or, once again, the case will be permanently closed.

FACT: We must act now before the opportunity for eligible survivors to receive 
their pension is gone forever. 

FACT: Bet Tzedek’s Holocaust Survivors Justice Network is ready to assist these 
survivors but we need your help! The process is extremely labor intensive and re-
quires expertly trained lawyers; training and guidance that we can provide with your 
financial assistance.

THEY’VE SUFFERED ENOUGH. 
PLEASE HELP HOLOCAUST
SURVIVORS LIVE THEIR
REMAINING YEARS IN DIGNITY.

YOUR SUPPORT IS DEEPLY
APPRECIATED!

145 S. Fairfax Ave, Suite 200, Los Angeles, CA 90036
Phone: (323) 939-0506  Fax: (323) 549-5880

www.bettzedek.org
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From the desk of Sandor E. Samuels

October 22, 2011

To:      Jewish Journal Readers

From:     Sandy Samuels, President and CEO

Re:      Holocaust Survivor’s Justice Network

I hope that you are as moved as I am by the Holocaust survivor stories that 

you have read in this supplement.  These individuals deserve our attention and 

compassion in the latter years of their lives.

Bet Tzedek strives to abide by our mission honoring those who perished in the 

Holocaust by assisting those who survived.   Our goal is to ensure that these 

survivors have a measure of financial security utilizing the programs outlined 

in these pages.  As you now know, the reparations and pension payments that 

come to the survivor community as a result of our efforts often are the difference 

between a life of dignity and comfort versus a life of poverty.

We are now faced with a looming deadline for many of our clients to take 

advantage of one of the reparation programs offered by the German government.  

This program will expire permanently after December 31 of this year.  

Join us in supporting Bet Tzedek’s life-affirming work by contributing NOW.  

Please use the enclosed envelope to mail in your contribution, or visit our 

website: www.bettzedek.org.

Help make this a joyous and justice-driven holiday season for all.  

Thank you,


