
A Message from our President & CEO 
Reflecting on 2017 is a contradiction in terms. Waters that turbulent don’t allow for 
reflections. They demand action. And that’s what 2017 at Bet Tzedek was: action-packed. 

The results speak for themselves: in 2017 Bet Tzedek doubled the number of people it served 
without once sacrificing our commitment to excellence. More astonishing still, this increased 
community service was accomplished with just a handful of additional staff. When crisis 
confronted our immigrant families, transgender clients, and disabled community members, 
our staff responded by doubling down on their commitment to our mission, even when it 
meant nights at the office and weekends out in the field. 

Sometimes I encounter people who misunderstand the life of a non-profit attorney and 
imagine it to be less stressful or less demanding. I share with them what I ask law students interested in public service: 
“Are you ready to be the absolutely most detail-oriented, tenacious, conscientious lawyer you can be? Are you ready to 
give your whole life—your family time, your evenings, your weekends—to your clients? No? Then please do not bother 
with a career in legal aid. Our clients can ill afford anything less than the best. Their lives depend on your excellence and 
your total commitment.”

And that is why life—and I do mean life—at Bet Tzedek is so exhilarating. I am surrounded by a small but mighty army 
of lawyers who see their clients’ cases through no matter what. Lawyers who have seen the same erroneous benefits 
denials a hundred times over and still suit up for each case with as much passion as the first time they set foot in the 
courtroom. Lawyers who have seen the same meritless illegal eviction attempts over and over and never fail to give each 
new tenant client their complete attention and commitment. Lawyers who say yes, when everyone else has said no.

Of course this year’s growth would never have been possible with our staff alone, no matter how many weekends we 
worked. The real magic of this year came from the potent combination of staff commitment and historic volunteerism. 
Hundreds of new volunteers joined our efforts this year, transforming our ability to extend services to thousands more in need. 

It begins and ends with your commitment to justice for all. Thank you for making 2017 a year of resilience and 
resistance. Onward!

Jessie Kornberg
President & CEO

Public Grants:
$1,944,794

Individual Donors, 
Corporations and 
Foundations: 
$6,408,637

Cy Pres & Attorney Fees:
$750,67471%

8%

21%

8,999 
people helped through our Self-Help 
Conservatorship Clinics

41,077
people served

978 
families kept together in safe, supportive and 
loving homes through our Kinship Care practice

$9,104,105 
revenue raised

6,465 
cases opened

9,378 
calls for help answered

5,062 
seniors assisted through our Aging  
with Dignity program

1,060 
low-wage workers reclaimed stolen 
wages totaling more than $11 million

22,300 
undocumented immigrant families fearing 
deportation receive help through our Rapid 
Response/Family Preparedness Program

60,000 
pro bono and volunteer hours donated
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Jessie Kornberg
President & CEO

connect with us |   @BetTzedek 
get help | bettzedek.org • 323-939-0506 • houseofjustice@bettzedek.org 



VOLUNTEER
www.bettzedek.org/volunteer
volunteer@bettzedek.org
323-549-5895

DONATE
www.bettzedek.org/donate
houseofjustice@bettzedek.org
323-549-5881

BET TZEDEK RECEIVES 2017 
JUDICIAL COUNCIL DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE AWARD

On September 14, 2017, Bet Tzedek was the 
first organization ever to receive the Judicial 
Council of California Distinguished Service 
Award in recognition of its Rapid Response: 
Immigrant Family Preparedness Project.

In accepting this recognition, Board chair Terry 
Friedman stated: “The challenge today is 
enormous and unprecedented. We must 
keep our courtrooms open to all without 
fear. We must preserve the rule of law. 
The doors to our house of justice—our Bet 
Tzedek—must remain open to all in need. 
The greatness of America is not a slogan, 
it’s our historic allegiance to the principles 
of justice and equality.”
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OUR MISSION
Providing free legal services to those 
that need them most.

OUR SERVICES
Bet Tzedek attorneys help people of 
every race and religion secure life’s 
necessities. Wherever our community 
is in crisis, Bet Tzedek’s core services 
and rapid response programs provide 
stability and hope.

From left to right: Diego Cartagena, Bet Tzedek Vice President, 
Legal Programs; The Hon. Terry Friedman (Ret), Chief Justice Tani 
G. Cantil-Sakauye, Jessie Kornberg, Bet Tzedek President & CEO.

Bet Tzedek files class action lawsuit Kelley v. Kent 
ensuring spouses who care for a disabled partner are 
no longer forced to choose between impoverishment or 
institutionalization.

12 MONTHS OF JUSTICE

Bet Tzedek co-sponsors AB900 to ensure human 
trafficking survivors are no longer denied access to 
California’s Victim’s Compensation Fund.

Bet Tzedek secures $100,000 in penalties against 
the construction company that threatened to have 
our client deported when he requested 6 days of 
unpaid wages.

With guest DJ Sia and special performer Too Short, 
The Justice Ball brings 700+ young professionals 
together and raises over $250,000.

L.A. Justice Fund selects Bet Tzedek to provide free 
legal services to undocumented families.

Bet Tzedek launches the Small Business 
Development Project, providing comprehensive 
legal assistance for small-business owners and 
entrepreneurs in underserved communities.

The City of Los Angeles Housing Department grants 
the appeals of our Westwood Horizons clients, 
ensuring that these seniors will not be displaced or 
evicted from their rent controlled homes.

Bet Tzedek reveals rampant fraud and elder abuse in 
administration of Property Assessed Clean Energy loan 
program—saving hundreds of seniors from foreclosure, 
bankruptcy, and eviction.

The Eisner Foundation receives Bet Tzedek’s 2017 
Rose L. Schiff Commitment to Justice Award for their 
commitment to intergenerational family solutions in our 
Kinship Care work.

Transgender Medical Legal Partnership leads effort 
to ensure that all transgender individuals have 
freedom of travel and access to benefits.

Elder Abuse Restraining Order Clinic launches at the 
Stanley Mosk Courthouse to respond to the growing 
crisis of elder abuse.

Jessie Kornberg and Bet Tzedek client and Holocaust 
survivor, Erika Fabian present at the General 
Assembly of the Jewish Federations of North 
America, highlighting Bet Tzedek’s innovative approach 
through the Holocaust Survivors Justice Network.


