Summer for Justice 2018
Law Clerks

Julian Alsarhn
Rising 2L
University of California, Los Angeles School of Law
Undergrad: Loyola Marymount University
“Hello! My name is Julian Alsarhn and I just finished up my 1L year at UCLA Law. I am a
proud, native Angeleno and first generation Syrian-American. I previously attended Loyola
Marymount University where I majored in History and minored in Philosophy. After my time
at LMU, I interned for Senator Dianne Feinstein and was a legal assistant at an immigration
law firm. I love too many things to list here, but a few of my interests include: exploring the
Los Angeles food-scene, long-distance running, and watching old films.”

Real Estate Fraud &
Foreclosure Prevention

Janelle Batta
Rising 3L
Florida State University College of Law
Undergrad: Barnard College
“Hi everyone, my name is Janelle Batta. I'm a rising 3L at Florida State University College of
Law, and spent my undergraduate years at Barnard College. I worked as a paralegal for five
years before law school, the first half at a Wall Street firm doing securities compliance. The
only thing I really enjoyed at that job was the pro bono work, so I switched paths and took a
legal aid job representing children in the dependency system. Since then, I have focused my
work and studies on juvenile law. Aside from school, I love fostering cats and dogs for local
rescues, so ask me about how to foster or adopt an animal in need!”
SOVA & Kinship Care

Ari Bressman
Rising 2L
University of California, Los Angeles School of Law
Undergrad: New York University
“I'm a current 1L at UCLA School of Law. I grew up in Chicago and went to undergrad at NYU. I
loved living in New York, going to concerts, coffee shops and eating well. LA has thus far treated
me nicely. I enjoy the beach, golfing, and hiking year round, as well as exploring the city and
finding new interesting restaurants. I'm excited for this summer at Bet Tzedek because I know I'll
get a hands on, fulfilling summer experience, but I also know I'll be able to meet a lot of
interesting summer clerks, and hopefully create lasting friendships.”

Holocaust Survivors’ Services

Haley Cohen
Rising 2L
Southwestern School of Law
Undergrad: Indiana University
Haley Cohen grew up in Pasadena, California. She spent four bitter winters at Indiana University
earning a B.A. in Political Science and minors in Entrepreneurship and Small Business
Management and Sociology. Prior to law school, Haley worked in the Simon Wiesenthal Center Museum of Tolerance Library and Archives.

Holocaust Survivors’ Services

Gabriela Correa
Rising 2L
Southwestern School of Law
Undergrad: University of California, Santa Barbara
“I am currently finishing my first year at Southwestern Law School. I grew up in the
Northeast San Fernando Valley and then left to attend UC Santa Barbara where I studied
Political Science and History. After graduating I worked for the State Assembly as a Field
Representative in the Northeast San Fernando Valley. After a couple of years I moved to
Ventura and transitioned into the private sector. I worked at the Ojai Valley Inn & Spa where
I took on roles in Human Resources and Risk Management. While I miss living close to the
beach, I am happy to be back in Los Angeles. I have always had an interest in pursuing a
career in law and am excited to have the opportunity to develop my skills at Bet Tzedek over
the summer.”
Elder Law / Family Caregiver

Krystal De Santiago
Rising 2L
Southwestern School of Law
Undergrad: University of California, Los Angeles

Senior Outreach

“My name is Krystal De Santiago. I was born and raised in Compton, California. I have a 13year-old son named Ricky to whom I owe a debt of gratitude because he has shaped me into
the person I am today. I am currently a 1L at Southwestern Law School. I received my B.A. in
Sociology and History from UCLA in 2011. Between graduating from UCLA and attending law
school, I worked for six years. For the first three years, I worked as a litigation clerk at
Selman Breitman LLP in their toxic tort department. Afterwards, I was fortunate to work
with the Los Angeles Center for Law and Justice (LACLJ) as a legal advocate. At LACLJ, I
supported attorneys and clients in high conflict divorce, paternity, custody and restraining
order cases. I am a domestic violence advocate and hope to serve domestic violence victims
and other vulnerable populations once I become an attorney. Also, I am a dachshund
enthusiast. I currently have two dachshunds named Patty and Susie who provide great
comfort during law school."

Nairi Dulgarian
Rising 2L
Loyola Law School
Undergrad: Loyola Marymount University
“My name is Nairi Dulgarian and I was born and raised in Los Angeles. I graduated from
Loyola Marymount University with a B.A. in History in 2016, and just finished my 1L year at
Loyola Law School. I am interested in pursuing a career in public interest law and am very
excited to spend my summer working at Bet Tzedek! In my spare time, I enjoy watching
basketball, listening to the soundtracks of different musicals, and spending time with family
and friends.”

Self-Help Conservatorship Clinic

Vidaur Durazo
Rising 2L
University of California, Los Angeles School of Law
Undergrad: University of Wisconsin-Madison
Vidaur "Vida" Durazo is a first year law student at UCLA School of Law that is originally from
Oak Park, IL (just west of Chicago). Vidaur graduated with a B.A. in Economics and
International Studies from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Following his
undergraduate studies, Vidaur spent two years as a middle school literacy and math teacher
on the southside of Chicago, and then worked two more years in marketing at a software
company based in Chicago. Vidaur is interested in civil rights, community development, and
economic justice issues that impact marginalized communities and people of color. Vidaur
enjoys playing pick-up basketball/soccer, attending music concerts/shows, and is an avid
NPR/BBC radio listener.
Impact Litigation

Matt Erle
Rising 2L
University of California, Los Angeles School of Law
Undergrad: Tufts University
Matt is a rising 2L at the UCLA School of Law. He serves as a co-Executive Director of El
Centro Legal, a student-coordinated network of 14 volunteer legal aid clinics around Los
Angeles including at Bet Tzedek. He also serves on the boards of the Labor and Employment
Law Association and the National Lawyers Guild-UCLA. Prior to law school, he worked at an
organization that promotes the rights of transnational migrant workers and immigrants
through legal action and policy advocacy. Matt is a Bay Area native who enjoys hiking
national parks, biking, and trying all of the amazing food Los Angeles has to offer.

Employment Rights Project

Katie Garcia
Rising 2L
University of Southern California Gould School of Law
Undergrad: Columbia University
Katie Garcia is a rising second-year law student at USC Gould School of Law. She is a
Southern California native from the San Fernando Valley in Los Angeles. Katie graduated
from Columbia University with a BA in Political Science and a concentration in Human
Rights. Katie is on the board of USC Gould's Latino Law Students Association and is a
founding member of Gould's Women of Color Collective. She seeks to pursue a career in
human rights and/or humanitarian law.

Impact Litigation

Emmanuel Hurtado
Rising 2L
University of California, Los Angeles School of Law
Undergrad: Claremont McKenna College
“Hi, my name is Emmanuel Hurtado, and I am currently a student at UCLA Law. Before
coming to Los Angeles, I studied government, philosophy and ethics at Claremont McKenna
College. This summer I will be working on the Employment Rights Project, but I am open to
doing many different types of public interest work, and I am excited to learn more about all
of the other projects going on throughout the summer. I am originally from Salt Lake City,
Utah, I love to discuss music and politics, and I enjoy soccer, hiking, and other outdoor
activities."
Employment Rights Project

Hailey Koart
Rising 2L
University of California, Los Angeles School of Law
Undergrad: University of Southern California
Hailey Koart is a rising 2L at UCLA School of Law. She graduated from USC in 2017 as an
English major, and when she isn’t studying at the library, she writes short stories and comic
books for publication. Social justice has been her passion from a young age and she’s excited
to put that enthusiasm into action this summer with Bet Tzedek!

Trans MLP

Nathaly Medina
Rising 3L
Pepperdine University School of Law
Undergrad: Boston University

Employment Rights Project
Jim Adler Fellow in Employment Law

Nathaly Medina is an Ecuadorean-American Latina from Los Angeles. Currently she is a
rising 3L at Pepperdine Law, where she is the President of the National Lawyers Guild and
the Vice President of Social and Cultural Affairs of the National Latina/o Law Student
Association. She is dedicated to serving her community and helping those who are
underrepresented and marginalized in Los Angeles. Since entering law school, she has
directed her education, interests, and internships to that purpose. Her main areas of interest
are within housing and employment law, specifically tenants’ rights and workers’ rights.
Nathaly has also volunteered with Neighborhood Legal Services of Los Angeles in their
Workers’ Rights Clinics and facilitated for the Institute of Non-Violence in Los Angeles, Days
of Dialogue Program. She is joining the clerkship program as Bet Tzedek’s Jim Adler Fellow
in Employment Law.

Camila Mojica
Rising 2L
University of California, Davis School of Law
Undergrad: Loyola University Chicago
“Originally from Colombia, I was raised in Texas, and studied at Loyola Chicago where I hold
degrees in International Studies and Advertising and Public Relations. I am currently a rising
2L at UC Davis School of Law where I focus on immigration, children's law and juvenile
justice, and am a Bergstrom Child Welfare Fellow through University of Michigan Law
School. I am looking forward to meeting other like-minded people this summer at Bet
Tzedek.”

Kinship Care

Doreen Pirouz
Rising 2L
University of Texas School of Law
Undergrad: University of California, Los Angeles
“I am a rising 2L student at the University of Texas School of Law. I was born and raised in
Los Angeles and I received my undergraduate degree in Anthropology from UCLA. In my
spare time I love to learn new Persian recipes, go to Disneyland, and play with my dog
Linguini.”

Low Income Tax Advocacy

Ernesto Prado
Rising 3L
Southwestern School of Law
Undergrad: University of California, Berkeley

Real Estate Fraud &
Foreclosure Prevention

Born and raised in the Northeast San Fernando Valley to immigrant parents, Ernesto
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts from the University of California, Berkeley and began
pursuing an interest in the legal field and public service, volunteering at the San Fernando
Courthouse Self-Help Resource Center, educating litigants about court document
preparation and court filing procedure. Prior to beginning law school, Ernesto also worked
as an intake screener at Neighborhood Legal Services of Los Angeles beginning 2014 with
the Shriver Project Homelessness Prevention team. While in law school, Ernesto continued
working at Inner City Law Center as summer clerk again as part of the Homelessness
Prevention Project. As an Angeleno born and raised, Ernesto has seen the undeniable
housing crisis our City is the midst of and plans to continue making sure that those among us
who need the most help continue to get the representation they deserve. Ernesto currently
serves as Co-President of the Southwestern Law School Tax Law Society and on the boards
of the Southwestern Law School Student Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild and the
Southwestern Public Interest Law Committee.

Nick Russell
Rising 2L
University of California, Los Angeles College of the Law
Undergrad: Florida State University
Nick is a rising 2L at UCLA Law. As an undergraduate, he studied economics and
international affairs at Florida State University. After college, Nick worked in public policy
for several years, most recently in Washington, D.C., as the Deputy Legislative Director for
U.S. Senator Bill Nelson. He joins Bet Tzedek’s Summer for Justice Clerkship Program as an
Akin Gump Pro Bono Scholar.

Small Business Development
Project

Meg Rutenberg
Rising 2L
Southwestern School of Law
Undergrad: New York University
“My name is Meg Rutenberg and I am a rising 2L at Southwestern Law School. After I
graduated from NYU in 2011, I spent several years acting (meaning I mainly worked in
restaurants) in New York before moving back to Los Angeles, where I was born and raised. I
chose to go to law school because I want to help vulnerable individuals gain access to legal
counseling and representation. I love baking, watching old movies, and trying all the amazing
food that L.A. has to offer!”

Elder Law / Family Caregiver

Robert Sachs
Rising 2L
University of California, Los Angeles College of the Law
Undergrad: University of Southern California

Trans MLP

Robert Sachs is a student at the UCLA School of Law. He originally is from Albuquerque, New
Mexico and attended the University of Southern California where he majored in Business
Administration with a focus on social entrepreneurship and international business. On
campus, he served as a director of the Queer and Ally Student Assembly, creating academic,
social, and political events centered around the LGBTQ student experience. After graduating
he moved to Washington, DC where he worked for the Latino Economic Development
Center, a mid-Atlantic non-profit that worked as a Small Business Specialist, assisting
Spanish-speaking entrepreneurs to navigate the complex legal and financial systems
necessary to start their own small enterprises.

Michelle Saucedo
Rising 3L
University of Washington School of Law
Undergrad: University of Notre Dame

Kinship Care

Michelle Saucedo is a rising 3L and Gates Public Service Law Scholar at the University of
Washington School of Law. Prior to law school, Michelle worked as a legal advocate and
Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) accredited representative at Asian Americans
Advancing Justice-Los Angeles. She primarily assisted undocumented families and
represented youth who applied for the DACA program. In addition to providing legal
services, Michelle also organized and advocated for immigrants’ rights issues, and was active
in the “Right to Dream” campaign that pressured President Obama to create DACA. During
her time at UW Law, she has remained active in the fight to protect immigrant communities,
and taken on projects to promote diversity, equity and inclusion at her law school. After law
school, Michelle looks forward to practicing as a public interest attorney, serving low-income
communities in Los Angeles. Michelle is the proud daughter of a beautiful, immigrant family.
She is a graduate of the University of Notre Dame, with a B.A. in Sociology.

Vy Tran
Rising 2L
University of California, Los Angeles School of Law
Undergrad: University of California, Irvine
“My name is Vy Tran. I grew up in Orange County and attended UC, Irvine as an
undergraduate. As a native Californian, I have a deep love for the sun and being outdoors. I
like being active when I am not studying in the law library. Some of my favorite activities are
running half-marathons and kickboxing. I entered law school with the hopes of pursuing tax
law. During high school and college, I worked at tax law firms specializing in personal
income and found the work to be challenging yet rewarding. I am extremely excited to get
hands-on experience with clients and tax advocacy this summer at Bet Tzedek.”

Low Income Tax Advocacy

Blanca Trenado
Rising 2L
University of California, Los Angeles School of Law
Undergrad: University of California, Davis
Blanca Trenado is a first year law student at UCLA Law School enrolled in the David J.
Esptein Program in Public Interest Law and Policy. She attended UC Davis where she double
majored in Philosophy and Political Science. Before law school, she joined the labor
movement as an organizer, union representative, and career counselor for union members.
Next year, she will serve as Community Service Chair for La Raza Law Students Association
as well as a Student LEADer for UCLA Law Women LEAD.

Homelessness Prevention
Project

September Vaudrey
Rising 3L
University of California, Irvine School of Law
Undergrad: Azusa Pacific University
“I'm September, a rising 3L at UC, Irvine. I am originally from the Chicago-area and am
currently commuting from Newport Beach. I love camping, going on runs with my husky
named Harvey, cooking, and road trips. I am super excited to work with you all and serve the
Los Angeles community this summer.”

Outreach – Invisible Disabilities

Interns

Alexis Alexander
Rising Senior
University of Southern California
“Hi! My name is Alexis Alexander and I study English literature and political
science on a pre-law track at the University of Southern California. I am super
passionate and interested in addressing inequity in both our country's legal
and educational systems. I am an Aries, a cat lover, a book worm, and goldfish
is my favorite snack!”

Self-Help Conservatorship Clinic

Nadya Bahena
Rising Senior
University of California, Los Angeles
“I am an incoming fourth year at UCLA where I am majoring in Political
Science and Chicanx Studies and minoring in Education. I was raised in
Ontario, CA, but my birthplace is Cuernavaca, Morelos.”

Outreach

Isabella D'Alessandro
Rising Senior
University of California, Santa Barbara

Kinship Care

Julia Getz
Rising Senior
University of California, Los Angeles
“I am a junior at UCLA, double majoring in psychology and sociology. I was
born and raised in Chicago (Go Cubs!). I love traveling, hiking, and spending
time with my friends. A fun fact about me is that I know every word to the
song American Pie. I’m excited to learn more about working in the law field
and get to know everyone!”

Self-Help Conservatorship Clinic

Molly Gravier
Rising Senior
Indiana University
“I just finished up my Junior year at Indiana University studying law and
public policy and I am thrilled to be working with Bet Tzedek this summer.
I'm from the Chicago area and I really looking forward to living in and
exploring LA.”

Self-Help Conservatorship Clinic

Myles Hudson
Rising Sophomore
University of Chicago
“I’m Myles Hudson, a first-year in the College at the University of Chicago. I
am currently double-majoring in English and Political Science. I am heavily
interested in learning hands-on about how providing legal representation to
underserved individuals and educating people about the law can benefit
communities. In my free time, I like to nerd out about Roman history and
write poetry. I am also a huge Game of Thrones fan and am eagerly awaiting
the newest season!”

Intake Services

Liliana Ibanez
Senior
University of California, Berkeley
"My name is Liliana Ibanez. I was born and raised in East Los Angeles. I am
the first in my family to graduate from college. I graduated with majors in
Ethnic Studies and Political Science from the University of California,
Berkeley. My parents migrated to Los Angeles from Puebla, Mexico in hopes
of being able to provide their children an education and career. As a future
attorney, I hope to continue advocating for minorities' rights and become an
ally to communities of color and underrepresented communities."

Intake Services

Aanvi Jhaveri
Rising Senior
Troy High School
“My name is Aanvi Jhaveri and I am an incoming senior at Troy High School in
Fullerton. I have a passion for human rights and social justice, which I am
eager to explore further through this internship at Bet Tzedek. I am CoPresident of LEO Club, a volunteer organization that provides service to the
local community. I am also involved in the Orange County Debate League and
participate as a judge to improve students' argumentative skills. In the future,
I hope to help underrepresented groups and advocate for the rights of
minorities. In my free time, I love to read, cook, watch tv shows, and camp.”

Pro Bono

Eva May
Rising Senior
McGill University
Eva is from Baltimore, Maryland. She will be a senior undergraduate student
at McGill University in Montréal this fall, majoring in Political Science and
minoring in French. She enjoys reading, hiking/camping, and watching Game
of Thrones.

Intake Services

Claire McBride
Graduate
University of California, Berkeley
“Hi everyone! My name is Claire and I am a recent graduate of UC Berkeley
where I double majored in Cognitive Science and German. I’m from Ventura
and am excited to be returning to Southern California this summer. I recently
spent a semester studying in Dublin, Ireland, and was involved with several
extracurricular organizations on the Berkeley campus including the Gopnik
Cognitive Development Lab, Eleven: The Undergraduate Journal of Sociology,
and Hillel. I also enjoy traveling, spending time outdoors, and watching far
too many shows and movies. I intend to pursue law school after spending
next year teaching English in Austria. I am passionate about social justice and
human rights, and am very much looking forward to joining Bet Tzedek for
the Summer for Justice!”
Holocaust Survivors’ Services

Ann McDonald
Rising Junior
University of Chicago
“I am a second-year undergraduate at the University of Chicago, majoring in
Linguistics and Philosophy. I attended high school in Boston, MA, but spent
my junior year abroad in Beijing, where I lived with a host family and studied
Chinese. I also spent last summer in Taipei, studying Mandarin and Classical
Chinese. In my free time, I enjoy hiking, rollerblading, doing crossword
puzzles, and trying new restaurants. I hope to attend law school after I finish
my undergraduate degrees, and am also hoping to graduate a few quarters
early so that I will have some time to travel before starting school again!”
Intake Services

Anthony Munoz
Rising Senior
California State University, Northridge
Anthony likes knowing that when he comes to work, he's able to help better
the community even if it's just a small impact. He attends California State
University of Northridge and spends his free time playing golf and eating at
different restaurants on the weekends. His goal is to graduate with a
Bachelor's of Science in accountancy and hopes to work in public accounting.

Low Income Tax Advocacy

Arturo Samaniego
Rising Junior
University of California, Santa Barbara
“My name is Arturo Samaniego I am currently an undergraduate at the
University of California Santa Barbara studying English and history. I hope to
go onto law school upon completing my undergraduate degree. and
eventually become a civil rights lawyer. In my free time I enjoy reading a
variety of books and simply writing on whatever topic is on my mind.”

Self-Help Conservatorship Clinic

Breana Schricker
Rising Senior
Azusa Pacific University
Breana Schricker is a Bachelor of Social Work student at Azusa Pacific
University with a focus is on immigration reform and policy-based advocacy
for marginalized communities. Her passion for immigration justice came
from traveling, volunteering with immigrants, and working as a legal
assistant at a direct legal services non-profit. Breana desires to attend law
school following graduation to become a public interest attorney. In her free
time, Breana enjoys art, cooking, dancing, and exploring new places.

Intake Services

Hannah Wasserman
Rising Senior
University of California, Berkeley

Self-Help Conservatorship Clinic

Hannah Wasserman, a 21 year old UC Berkeley student and Los Angeles
native is excited to be spending the summer working at Bet Tzedek. She is
majoring in political economy with a focus in human rights, inequality and
poverty. Hannah is Vice President and Director of Development of The S.E.L.F.
Project and founding member of the first yoga club at Berkeley, as well as a
certified yoga instructor. As a tireless leader, Hannah has participated in
seven S.E.L.F. service projects abroad in Zambia, Bangladesh, Ethiopia,
Cambodia, and Zimbabwe. Hannah has raised over $40,000 for the Sports
Education Leadership Foundation and secured equipment donations. Hannah
has a very strong voice and uses it to stand up for those who are unable to
speak for themselves. Hannah hopes to change the lives of many and help the
world beyond the scope of her vision.

Koral Zazueta
Rising Senior
Lycoming College
“My name is Koral Zazueta and I am from Los Angeles, California. I am a rising
senior at Lycoming College, and I will be double majoring in political science
and psychology. My passions include social justice, and community service.
I’m involved in L.A.C.E.S., a community service organization that collaborates
with Mahatma Gandhi Foundation to support and empower young girls in Las
Terrenas, Dominican Republic. I’ve also volunteered as a tutor in the Latino
Resource Organization and care about my community. I plan on attending
law school to become a civil rights lawyer.”
I’m also very excited to intern as a Summer Clerk for Bet Tzedek!”
Intake Services

