Summer for Justice 2019
Law Clerks

Aaron Mojarras
Rising 2L
Pepperdine School of Law
Undergrad: California State University, Fresno

Employment Rights

“Hello everyone! My name is Aaron Mojarras and I just completed my 1L year at
Pepperdine School of Law. I grew up in Fresno, CA and I attended CSU Fresno
for undergrad, earning my B.A. in Business Administration with an emphasis in
Marketing and a minor in English. Prior to law school, I worked as a manager for
Target stores, specializing in Loss Prevention and store remodels. Thus far, I have
thoroughly enjoyed law school and love living in LA and am excited to gain
hands-on experience while working with Bet Tzedek this summer. Aside from
that, I love all sports, and try to stay active by playing basketball and softball in
my free time, as well as trying new restaurants in LA, and spending time at the
beach.”

Jim Adler Fellow in Employment Law
Afam Ibekwe
Rising 2L
University of Southern California Gould School of Law
Undergrad: UC Santa Cruz
“Afam Ibekwe is a rising 2L at USC Gould School of Law. He received a BA in
Language Studies with a concentration in Spanish from the University of
California, Santa Cruz. Before going to law school, Afam lived in Tokyo, Japan,
where he taught English to students at Seijo University and learned a bit of
Japanese. He also taught English in Bogotá, Colombia and has lived in Mexico and
Nigeria. He speaks Spanish and is working on Igbo, Portuguese, and French. He
plans to put his law degree and language skills to good use serving undeserved
communities at home and abroad.”

Kinship Care
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Brendan Nafarrate
Rising 2L
Southwestern Law School
Undergrad: California Polytechnic University, Pomona

Kinship Care

“Brendan Nafarrate is a rising 2L at Southwestern Law School. Following
graduation from Cal Poly Pomona with a B.A. in History, he served as a
JusticeCorps Fellow at the Self-Help Resource Center at the Los Angeles Superior
Court. He gained invaluable experience guiding pro-se litigants through the nuances
of family law, which led him to become a legal advocate at the Los Angeles Center
for Law and Justice. There he served primarily domestic violence survivors in their
immigration and family law matters. This work, along with being raised by
immigrant grandparents pushed him to attend law school to continue advocating
for immigrants as an attorney. In his 1L he traveled to Tijuana to prepare asylum
seekers for credible fear interviews and began volunteering with Bet Tzedek’s
Kinship Care Team. This summer he will continue his work with the Kinship Care
Team.”
Dalila Miranda
1L
California School of Law
Undergrad: Instituto Padagógico Nacional Monterrico
"Hi everyone, I am Dalila and I hold a B.A. in foreign language education. I am
interested in employment law and I am working on completing my 1L. In the past
I have volunteered as an interpreter for the Latino community in the areas of
employment, and PI. In my spare time, I enjoy hiking, dancing, cooking, doing
kundalini and mindfulness. I am very excited to have the opportunity to be part
of the Employment Rights Project at the Bet Tzedek's Summer Justice Program."

Employment Rights
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David Joshua Hazelton
Rising 3L
University of California, Irvine School of Law
Undergrad: University of California, Riverside
“David Hazelton is a rising 3L at the University of California, Irvine School of
Law. Born to a military family, he grew up across the country in California, Ohio,
and Washington D.C. He majored in History and minored in Political Science,
with an additional concentration in Ecological Biology. His interests include
constitutional and bankruptcy law, hiking and nature, and Mississippi Delta
blues music.”

Elder Justice/Caregiver
Guadalupe Serratos
Rising 2L
UCLA School of Law
Undergrad: UCLA
“Hello! My name is Guadalupe Serratos. I am currently a 1L at UCLA Law. I grew
up in Los Angeles and attended UCLA for my undergraduate. I have a BA in
English, and currently I am in the Critical Race Studies program at UCLA Law. I’m
excited to work at Bet Tzedek because I want to help people receive the benefits
they deserve.”

Elder Justice/Caregiver
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John Kim
Rising 2L
UCLA School of Law
Undergrad: UCLA

Impact Litigation

“My name is John and I am an international student from Korea. However, I did
live in Canada for 8 years until I started UCLA as an undergrad. I majored in
Business Economics but I took two years off during undergrad to serve in the
Republic of Korea Air Force. As expected of someone who refused to leave Los
Angeles and a double-bruin, I am active and I enjoy exploring the city. I have too
many interests to fit in here but I am always excited to meet new people and
share my interests with them. I hope to bring this energy to Bet Tzedek this
summer and contribute to the best of my abilities. I am looking forward to
meeting the devoted attorneys, fellow interns, and other dedicated professionals
at Bet Tzedek this summer.”

Kaleigh Kenny
Rising 2L
UCLA School of Law
Undergrad: Williams College
“My name is Kaleigh Kenny, and I’m a rising 2L at UCLA Law. I grew up in Glen
Rock, NJ and graduated from Williams College with a B.A. in Economics and
Chinese. Before attending law school, I worked in development policy research and
spent time living in South Africa, China, and the Bay area. In my free time, I enjoy
hiking, skiing, and going to concerts.”

Outreach
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Keith Ongeri
Rising 2L
University of Notre Dame Law School
Undergrad: Indiana University - Bloomington

Small Business
Development

“Keith Ongeri was born in Nairobi, Kenya but currently lives in Fishers, IN. He
graduated from the College of Arts and Sciences at Indiana University with a B.A. in
Political Science; and Minors in Marketing and Entrepreneurship & Small Business
Management through the Kelley School of Business. During career at IU, he spent
time working as a Resident Assistant, interning for former IN US Senator Dan Coats,
and working within IU Student Government and his fraternity’s executive board. He
is attending Notre Dame Law School where he plans to study business law and learn
how to help better build communities and businesses through the law. In addition to
this, he is the Vice President of the Black Law Student Association and an Assistant
Rector in the Alumni Residence Hall for undergraduate students. Outside of the
classroom he enjoys working out, twitter, and all things Indianapolis Colts.”

Kyle Gosselin
Rising 2L
UCLA School of Law
Undergrad: Claremont Mckenna College

Holocaust Survivors
Services
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“My name is Kyle Gosselin, and I just finished my 1L year at UCLA School of Law.
I grew up in Los Angeles and graduated from Claremont Mckenna College with a
BA in History and Government. I then received my Masters in International and
World History from Columbia University and the London School of Economics.
After graduating I returned to Los Angeles to teach and tutor high school
students before going to law school. I am interested in pursuing a career in
international human rights and am excited to be working in Holocaust Survivor
Services at Bet Tzedek. I enjoy playing baseball, spending time at the beach, and
reading history books!”

Ashley Bangunan
Rising 2L
University of Southern California Gould School of Law
Undergrad: University of California, Irvine
"Ashley just completed her first year of law school at USC, where she was
recognized for having more pro bono hours than any other first year student.
Deeply committed to using her future law degree for public interest work, Ashely
is excited to start helping the community with Bet Tzedek. She was born and
raised in Los Angeles, leaving only shortly to earn her B.A. in English at UC
Irvine. Returning to LA, Ashley then worked for four years in the health
information management industry before starting her lifelong dream of
becoming a lawyer. Outside of law school, Ashley enjoys comic books, basketball,
and the Filipino food her grandmother cooks."

Homelessness
Prevention
Michael Ball
Rising 3L
University of Southern California Gould School of Law
Undergrad: University of Florida
“I'm a native Angeleno who traveled cross-country to attend the University of
Florida. After graduating, I came back home to start law school at USC. I want to
give back to my hometown and help those most in need. I've been especially
interested in discrimination in the workplace, alternate dispute resolution and
education. In my free time, I like to dance and I'm always down to learn
something new!”

Employment Rights
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Rachel Gale
Rising 2L
The George Washington University Law School
Undergrad: University of California, San Diego
“My name is Rachel Gale, and I’m from the San Fernando Valley in Los Angeles. I
graduated from UC San Diego in 2017 with a double major in History and
Literatures of the World and a minor in Human Rights. I’ve enjoyed attending
law school in Washington, DC and look forward to applying what I’ve learned to
help people in need with Bet Tzedek. In my spare time, I play softball, read, and
explore DC’s various neighborhoods.”

Kinship Care

Ryann Garcia
Rising 2L
UCLA School of Law
Undergrad: UCLA

Outreach
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"Ryann Garcia is a rising 2L at UCLA School of Law. She was born and raised in
San Bernardino, CA, and graduated from UCLA in 2013 as a Religious Studies
and Classical Civilizations double-major. She continued on to receive an M.A.
degree in Asian Religions from Yale University in 2016. Ryann returned to UCLA
in order to pursue the Critical Race Studies program curriculum, through which
she is interested in Federal Indian Law, International Human Rights Law, and
Immigration Law. She is dedicated to serving underrepresented and
marginalized communities in Los Angeles. She also spends much of her time on
campus connecting with and mentoring students of color in order to create more
opportunities and representation within academia. Next year, she will serve as
President for the Native American Law Student Association (NALSA) as well as
Inter-Org Chair for La Raza Latinx Law Student Association.”

Sarah Jo Marson
Rising 3L
University of Southern California Gould School of Law
Undergrad: Vanderbilt/USC
“Sarah Jo Marson is a rising 3L at USC Gould School of Law. For undergrad, I
went to Vanderbilt University before graduating from USC. Sarah Jo grew up in
Los Angeles, but has lived all over the country, including New York City and
Nashville. In her free time, she enjoys watching movies with her dog, Norma
Jean.”

Clean Slate Project
Sheryl Yang
Rising 2L
UCLA School of Law
Undergrad: University of Pennsylvania
“Hello! I'm a rising 2L at UCLA Law school. I'm from Beijing, China, went to
undergrad on the east coast and majored in economics and film & media studies.
Before law school, I spent a year working at Philadelphia Bar Foundation, a nonprofit fundraising for legal aid organizations. I enjoy traveling, watching films,
and going to museums and concerts. I'm very excited for working at Bet Tzedek
this summer, working on hands-on projects and meeting amazing people!”

Impact Litigation
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Simran Dhalla
Rising 2L
Chapman Dale E. Fowler School of Law
Undergrad: University of San Francisco
“Hi! My name is Simran. I grew up in Mountain View, California and attended
the University of San Francisco, where I earned a degree in Communication
Studies and Legal Studies. My education at USF sparked my passion for social
justice and social activism, an endeavour I am excited to pursue further while
working with Bet Tzedek. In my spare time, I enjoy traveling, watching stand-up
comedy, and practicing yoga.”

Outreach

MJ Ramirez
Rising 2L
University of Illinois College of Law
Undergrad: California State University Long Beach
“I am a rising 2L at the University of Illinois College of Law. I was born in
Guadalajara, Jalisco in Mexico but was raised in Los Angeles. I obtained my
undergraduate degree in Political Science and Communication Studies from Cal
State Long Beach, and I worked in web design for a year before attending law
school. In my spare time I enjoy watching baseball, creating and experimenting
with baking recipes, and exploring museums.

Homelessness
Prevention
10

Michael Juarez-Munoz
Rising 2L
Southwestern Law School
Undergrad: University of California, Davis
“Michael was born and raised in Los Angeles. He graduated from U.C. Davis with
a B.A. in Political Science and a minor in English. Prior to law school, Michael
worked at a law firm representing tenants against slumlords and fighting for
tenant's right to adequate housing conditions. Michael is interested in helping
marginalized communities in Los Angeles. In his spare time Michael enjoys
playing soccer and traveling abroad.

Low-Income Tax
Advocacy
Steven A. Friday
Rising 4E (Part-time/Evening Program)
Loyola Law School
Undergrad: Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University (Virginia Tech)

Transgender MedicalLegal Partnership
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“Steven is 2020 J.D. candidate at Loyola Law School. He is originally from
Sumter, South Carolina and graduated with a bachelor's degree in chemistry
from Virginia Tech. Following his undergraduate studies, Steven moved to
Northern Virginia where he worked as an analytical chemist and later became a
patent examiner with the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office. Steven began an
externship with Bet Tzedek in January working on the Trans MLP and the Free
Legal Name and Gender Marker Change Clinic and is excited to continue that
work this summer. Steven serves as a board member of Loyola's Evening Student
Bar Association and OutLaw, and he is a student member of the LA LGBT Bar
Association.”

Sarah Harris
Rising 2L
Stanford Law School
Undergrad: Cornell University
“Greetings! My name is Sarah Harris, and I am a rising 2L at Stanford Law
School. I grew up in Douglas County, Georgia before moving to Ithaca, New York
for study at Cornell University. While there, I majored in China & Asia-Pacific
Studies, a program which involves study of Chinese government, history, politics,
relations with other nations, and language. I am very excited to have the
opportunity to learn and grow while helping those in need through work at Bet
Tzedek this summer!

Holocaust Survivors
Services
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Interns
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Addie Lloyd
Rising Sophomore
UC Berkeley
“Hi! My name is Addie and I'm a rising second-year at UC Berkeley, hoping to
major in Environmental Science and minor in both Arabic and sustainable
environmental design. I'm from Santa Monica and excited to be back in the LA
area this summer! I'm really looking forward to interning at Bet Tzedek this
summer and learning more about working in the field of law. In my free time, I
love hiking and backpacking, listening to musicians like Anderson Paak and the
Alabama Shakes, and traveling with friends!”

Intake Services
Alexandra Patzakis
Rising Second Year
University of Chicago
“My name is Alexandra Patzakis, and I am a rising second-year in the College at
the University of Chicago, but I am originally from Pasadena, CA. I plan on
majoring in either Political Science or History and minoring in Human Rights. I
hope to pursue a career in public interest law with the hope of “paying forward”
life experiences I have been afforded to assist others and create lasting positive
social change. In my free time, I love to cook and bake, eat my way through
whatever city I am in, read articles about politics and current events, and discover
new academic interests.”

Conservatorship
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Alma Colmenares
Rising Senior
University of Southern California
“Alma Colmenares was born and raised in South Los Angeles. She attends the
University of Southern California and is currently majoring in Law, History and
Culture with a minor in Law and Public Policy. Alma is working towards going to
law school and using as well as creating resources to make a difference for all
marginalized groups. She is excited and looks forward to efficiently helping people
at Bet Tzedek.”

Conservatorship
Aracely Ruvalcaba
Rising Senior
Occidental College
“Hi! I’m an incoming fourth year at Occidental College where I am majoring in
Diplomacy and World Affairs with a minor in Critical Theory and Social Justice. I
am from Orange County specifically from Santa Ana, CA. I love to go on hikes,
cook, and read. I especially love to listen to the soundtracks of different musicals.
I am passionate on addressing social inequities that exist within our society. I am
very excited to work and collaborate with all of you!”

Intake Services
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Brandon Paz
Rising Junior
California State University, Northridge
“My name is Brandon Paz, I was born in the San Fernando Valley but raised in
South Los Angeles. I am a sophomore at CSUN, majoring in Political Science.
Some fun facts about me are that I like to play soccer, watch ABC documentaries,
and read sometimes. I aspire to be a paralegal and eventually apply to law school.
I'm excited to serve my community and be exposed to new opportunities,
friendships, and discoveries at Bet Tzedek this summer!”

Conservatorship
Bryn Doyle
Rising Junior
University of Southern California
“Hi! I am a rising Junior at USC majoring in Philosophy, Politics, and Law. I am
minoring in Screenwriting as well as Forensics and Criminality. Next year I will
be studying at the London School of Economics and Political Science.I am excited
to be returning to Bet Tzedek after working in the Call and Intake Center during
the fall. I am originally from Pleasanton, CA (The Bay). I love to travel, do
improv, and go to cat cafes."

Conservatorship
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Diego Quesada
Rising Sophomore
University of Chicago
“Diego Quesada is an undergraduate at The University of Chicago. As a Gates
Scholar currently pursuing a degree in Law, Letters, and Society and Psychology,
he is planning on studying Law to make an impact on Criminal and Immigration
Policy. Throughout his career, he has spoken across the nation on various issues,
including minority mental health and the Latin(x) LGTBQ+ community, and
organized various activist efforts within his communities. He plans to continue
working to constantly reform his society to reflect its highest standards through
focused efforts on the local and national scale. He is excited to begin his work in
Law through the Summer for Justice Program at Bet Tzedek Legal Services!”

Employment Rights
Dylan Specht
Rising Senior
University of Southern California
“I am a senior at the University of Southern California studying Law, History, and
Culture. I am excited to work with Bet Tzedek this summer. I enjoy hiking,
swimming and classic rock music.”

Conservatorship
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Sydney Jones
Rising Fourth Year
University of Chicago
“My name is Sydney Jones and I am a rising fourth year at the University of
Chicago studying Public Policy and Psychology. I have always wanted to be a
lawyer and last year discovered my passion for non-profit law as a way to help
those in underserved communities. In my free time, I play on the women's soccer
team at my school and am involved in a political consulting club. I am looking
forward to joining Bet Tzedek this summer!”

Intake Services
Viviana Bergerson
Rising Senior
UC Berkeley
“Hi! My name is Viviana Bergerson and I was born and raised in Whittier, CA. I
am a rising senior at UC Berkeley where I am majoring in Legal Studies and
double minoring in Public Policy and Linguistics. I am very passionate about
social justice and human rights. More specifically, I am very interested in
criminal justice and prison reform and through my work I hope to to take on the
issue of solving mass incarceration as well as acting as an advocate for formerly
and currently incarcerated people. In my free time, I love listening to Frank
Ocean, eating lots of Korean BBQ, and hanging out with family and friends! I am
very excited to intern as a Summer Clerk for Bet Tzedek and work towards justice
for all!!”

Intake Services
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Lila Puziss
Rising Junior
Washington University in St. Louis
“Hi! My name is Lila Puziss and I just finished my sophomore year at WashU
majoring in History and minoring in Women, Gender, and Sexuality studies. I am
passionate about addressing systemic inequalities around race, gender, class, and
access to education. I was born and raised in LA and am excited to be back for the
summer! In my free time I enjoy reading, baking, playing soccer, and exploring
the LA food scene. I am very excited to be a part of the Summer for Justice
cohort!”

Intake Services
Elijah Spiegel
Rising Senior
Stanford University
“I am a rising senior studying philosophy at Stanford University. In my free time
I enjoy reading and gardening. I have volunteer experience working with the
Stanford Human Rights Center, the Chatsworth NLSLA Domestic Abuse Self
Help clinic, and Bet Tzedek. I am honored and excited to be returning to Bet
Tzedek for the Summer for Justice!”

Outreach/Real Estate
Fraud
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Ella Pallenberg
Rising Junior
UC Berkeley
“Hi! My name is Ella Pallenberg and I study Political Science and History at UC
Berkeley. I am from Studio City and am excited to be home this summer. In my
free time I love hiking, cooking, and watching the Los Angeles Lakers. At UC
Berkeley, I work at the Graduate School of Journalism, participate in our student
government, and am involved in Hillel as a student board member. After
graduating, I hope to travel and then pursue a law degree. I am excited to be
working at Bet Tzedek this summer so that I can help better the Los Angeles
community.”

Holocaust Survivors
Services
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