
I was served a 
summons and 
complaint in an 
eviction lawsuit 
before March 17, 

2020.

I was served a 
summons and 
complaint in an 

eviction lawsuit on or 
after March 17, 2020, 
but before April 17, 

2020.

I have not been served 
a summons and 
complaint in an 
eviction lawsuit.

I filed an 
answer with 

the court.

I did not file 
an answer 

with the 
court.

The case was 
settled 

before trial.

There was a 
trial and I 

lost. 

There was no 
settlement 

and no trial.

The signed settlement agreement is still valid.  However, if you do not meet 
the terms of the stipulation, be advised that the sheriff is not currently 

enforcing lockouts, except in "emergent"  cases.  If you have questions, seek 
legal advice.

The sheriff is not currently enforcing lockouts, except in "emergent"  cases.  If 
you have questions, seek legal advice.

The court will mail notice of the trial date.  Trials in eviction cases are being 
delayed, unless the court finds that the eviction is necessary to protect 

public health and safety.  Seek legal assistance.

FILE AN 
ANSWER ON 
OR BEFORE 

APRIL 17, 
2020

IF THE COURT REJECTS THE ANSWER BECAUSE A DEFAULT JUDGMENT 
HAS BEEN ENTERED AGAINST YOU, SEEK LEGAL ASSISTANCE 

IMMEDIATELY.

If the court accepts the answer, the court will mail notice of the trial date.  
Trials in eviction cases are being delayed, unless the court finds that the 

eviction is necessary to protect public health and safety.  Seek legal 
assistance.

FILE AN 
ANSWER ON 
OR BEFORE 

APRIL 23, 
2020

The court will mail notice of the trial date.  Trials in eviction cases are being 
delayed, unless the court finds that the eviction is necessary to protect 

public health and safety.  Seek legal assistance.

I was served a 
summons and 
complaint in an 

eviction lawsuit on or 
after April 17, 2020.

The court will mail notice of the trial date.  Trials in eviction cases are being 
delayed, unless the court finds that the eviction is necessary to protect 

public health and safety.  Seek legal assistance.

FILE AN 
ANSWER 
WITHIN 5 

DAYS AFTER 
SERVICE

I received a notice in the mail from the court that 
an eviction lawsuit has been filed against me.

I was served a complaint but not a summons.

I have not received a notice in the mail from the 
court, a summons, or a complaint.

The time to file an answer with the court will not start until you 
are served with a summons.  If served with a summons, you will 
have 5 days to file an answer with the court.  The landlord may 

not lock you out of your rental unit.  Seek legal assistance.

COVID-19 State of Emergency:
The Unlawful Detainer Process in 
Los Angeles County

In an abundance of caution, this chart recommends filing an answer, if you are served with 
an eviction lawsuit (summons and complaint). However, courts are prohibited from entering 
default judgments unless needed to protect health and safety. This rule will be in place until 
90 days after the declared State of Emergency ends. Questions? Seek legal advice. 
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